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Welcome to the third Iranian Stanford Professional 
Symposium, the annual forum of Stanford alumni 
of Iranian descent and the broader community to 
connect, empower and get inspired. 
Today’s program continues the conversation we 
started two years ago about our role as citizens 
of the world, about what to do beyond excellence 
in our education and technical work, and about 
finding a meaning beyond our personal success.
This year’s event features a number of additional 
activities in an effort to make ISPS more 
interactive: Launchpad to introduce community-
led ideas and to provide a venue for these ideas to 
flourish with your engagement, NGO Luncheon to 
provide a setting in which you can have personal 
interactions with NGO leaders in the community, 
and OMID, a youth program to invest in the future 
members of our community.
We hope you enjoy the program we have designed 
for you and find it informative, invigorating and 
inspiring. 

Welcome to ISPS 2019!

A MESSAGE FROM ORGANIZERS

ISAA PSA



Yasmin Radjy
National Political Director, Planned Parenthood Action Fund

Co-Founder, Resistance School
Board Member, NIAC Action

Former Virginia State Director, MobilizeAmerica

WINNING ELECTIONS AND WINNING 
ISSUES, FROM THE GROUND UP

Malekeh Amini
Founder and CEO, Trayt

Former SVP of Product and Business Development, Base Health
Founder, Ivey Consulting

Board member, Baylor College of Medicine and Wings Learning Center

STARTING A SOCIALLY IMPACTFUL BUSINESS: 
A FOUNDER’S VIEW

Rob Reich
Professor of Political Science, Stanford University

Director of the Center for Ethics in Society, Stanford University
Associate director of the Institute on Human-Centered AI, Stanford University 

Author of “Just Giving: Why Philanthropy Is Failing Democracy and How It Can Do Better”

PHILANTHROPY: 
FRIEND OR FOE OF DEMOCRACY!

In this panel, our speakers from academia, 
non-profit, and for-profit world share their study 

of current practices of philanthropy and their role 
in shaping the world around us, their personal 

story of career moves to lead nationwide initiatives 
that affect millions of lives, and their experience 
in designing creative businesses to solve real-life 

problems with a commitment to social impact.

pathways to making a difference

panel



Launchpad’s objective is to recognize and 

support community-led initiatives focused 

on positive societal impact. We have invited 

several emerging leaders of our community 

to share with you their latest market-driven 

or non-profit ideas that can benefit from 

your engagement and support. You can 

vote for your favorite pitch to receive the 

ISPS Audience Award. During the lunch 

break, you will also have a chance to 

get to know the leaders in person, build 

on their ideas, and join their initiatives.

Omid features a special program designed 
by Children of Bisheh, a group of artists 
c o m m i t t e d  t o  fo s t e r i n g  c re a t i v i t y. 
Divided into two age ranges (7-12,13-
18) our young members will engage in 
small art projects, ranging from creating 
an architectural model of old Iranian 
monuments to interac t ive concer ts 
intended to target music appreciation. 
This program was initiated by the ISPS 
2018 attendees and we are happy to have 
our future members as part of our event. 
w w w . c h i l d r e n o f b i s h e h . c o m

OMID: YOUTH PROGRAM

LAUNCHPAD



Ever wondered how NGOs get started, how they operate, how they 
mobilize people around their cause, what keeps them going, what it is 
like to run or work for an NGO? You can find answers to all these questions 
in our NGO luncheon that features leaders from several NGOs from our 
community who are here to share their stories over lunch with you. Pick 
your favorite NGO, find their table and enjoy a lively discussion over food!

on the menu:
NGOs



Afsaneh Mashayekhi Beschloss is the founder and CEO of RockCreek, a 
leading global investment firm. Previously, she served as Treasurer and Chief 
Investment Officer of the World Bank where she led energy investments 
and policy work on sustainable investing in renewable and clean energy. 
Ms. Beschloss has advised governments, central banks, and regulatory 
agencies on global public policy and financial policy. She serves 
on the boards of the Institute for Advanced Study in Princeton, 
the Council on Foreign Relations, the World Resources Institute, 
the American Red Cross, the Public Broadcasting Service (PBS).
Ms. Beschloss holds an MPhil (Honors) in Economics from the University of 
Oxford, where she taught international trade and economic development. 
She is a recipient of the Institutional Investor Lifetime Achievement 
Award and the Robert F. Kennedy Ripple of Hope Award. She was 
recognized as one of American Banker’s Most Powerful Women in Banking.

Fireside Chat
Afsaneh Mashayekhi Beschloss 

Founder and CEO, RockCreek



PLATINUM
SPONSOR

The Hamid and Christina Moghadam Program 
in Iranian Studies at Stanford University pro-
vides an interdisciplinary and multidisciplinary 
platform for the study of modern Iranian his-
tory, culture, politics, society, and economy. 
The Program offers courses related to Iran 
and a minor for undergraduate students; or-
ganizes conferences, workshops, discussion 
panels, and an annual lecture series; and 
actively supports related student groups.
The Program is a forum for schol-
ars, experts, practitioners, and art-
ists from Stanford and beyond to 
teach, collaborate, and study Iran. 
Generous support from the Bita 
Daryabari Endowment in Persian 
Letters helps promote teach-
ing, research, and scholarship 
at Stanford relating to Iran, 
its art and literature, and 
people of Iranian heritage.
iranian-studies.stanford.edu



Plug and Play is an active early-stage investor 
and global innovation platform. Headquartered 

in Silicon Valley, Plug and Play has built accelerator 
programs, corporate innovation services, and an 

in-house VC to make technological advancement 
progress faster than ever before. Since inception in 

2006, their programs have expanded worldwide to include 
a presence in over 20 locations globally giving startups 

the necessary resources to succeed in Silicon Valley and 
beyond. With over 6,000 startups and more than 220 official 

corporate partners, they have created the ultimate startup 
ecosystem in many industries. They provide active 

investments with 200 leading Silicon Valley VCs 
and host more than 700 networking events per 

year. Companies in their community have 
raised over $7 billion in funding, with 

successful portfolio exits including 
Danger, Dropbox, Lending Club, 

PayPal, SoundHound, and Zoosk.
w w w . p n p t c . c o m



G O L D  S P O N S O R

S I L V E R  S P O N S O R S

Cota Capital is a San Francisco-
based multi-stage technology 
investment firm. Launched in 
2015, the firm operates multiple 
funds across both private 
and public markets. Inspired 
by brilliance, energized by 
curiosity, and driven by rigorous 
processes, we champion 
entrepreneurs and leaders 
behind companies intent on 
propelling the world forward.

Cota Capital is a proud 
supporter of the Iranian Stanford 
Professional Symposium.

www.CotaCapital.com



Mehrdad Yousefzadeh
PSA President 2018-2019

Pooya Ehsani
PSA Vice President 2013-14

Matin Mirramezani
PSA Vice President 2018-19

Milad Mohammadi
PSA Vice President 2012-13

ISAA Board Member

Hesam Hamledari
PSA President 2019-Present

Shima Alizadeh
ISAA Board Member

Narges Baniasadi
PSA President 2006-7
ISAA Board Member

Mohammad Hekmat
PSA President 2008-9

Maryam Daneshi
PSA President 2013-14
ISAA Board Member

Organizing
Team
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designed by zia ghiasi
w w w . z i a g h i a s i . c o m

isps.stanford.edu

Introduction

Exploration
Panel: Pathways to making a difference

Rejuvenation
Coffee Break

Ideation
Launchpad

Conversation
Lunch
On the menu: NGOs

Inspiration
Fireside Chat: Afsaneh Mashayekhi Beschloss
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Omid & Exhibits

Networking Hour

Running throughout the event

Initiation
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The Wall
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